Developing Digital Competence: A Multi National Exchange of Technological
Innovation in the Classroom.
The day started off with a brief introduction from our Education Officer, Dr Roseanne
Camilleri, a run through the agenda for the day and an introduction from the Director Mr
Grazio Grixti. Then through a Google Earth video everyone could see on the Maltese map
all the participating schools, both Primary and Secondary.
School 1– Zokrija Secondary School • Brief info about school • Brief description of the activity by the
teacher • Activity - video/presentation - Discussion and comments from partner countries.

The first school which we visited was MRC Secondary School Mosta Zokrija. The session
started off with a presentation of a video by the Assistant Head Mr Aaron Borg. The video
portrays the daily life at school and the various VET subjects from where the students can
choose from.

This presentation was then followed by Ms Sharon Curmi, a Biology and Health & Social
Care teacher who teaches Year 9, 10 and 11. She showcased the use of digital technology
in teaching and learning. In her presentation, she emphasized the need of striking a
balance between technology and none and she does her utmost to adapt tech to the needs
of the class. In her presentation, Ms Curmi embedded videos she took herself interviewing
the students. They were asked on their views on the use of digital technology in learning.

This was then followed by the use of various different apps used in her teaching and
learning.
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Erasmus_Examples of Good Practice - OneDrive (sharepoint.com)

School 2 – Ħandaq Middle School • Brief info about school • Brief description of activities related to
the use of digital devices • Activity - video • Brief description of the activity by the teacher •Live
with student/s - Discussion and comments from partner countries

The second school which we visited was Ħandaq Middle School. Dr. Maria Montebello,
the Head of school spoke about the Maltese education system. She spoke about the 4 main
pillars which help to raise the bar in literacy, numeracy, science and technology, increase
student achievement and reduce the gap in educational outcomes between boys and girls
and those attending different schools. She envisaged our school’s vision which forwards
a mission built on 21st century skills.
Through a video, we offered a virtual tour of our school where we presented our school
ethos, our systems approach and real life experiences within our premises.
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Following the school virtual tour, through a powerpoint presentation we went through
various activities done through the use of digital devices such as eTwinning & Erasmus,
Augmented Reality, use of tablets during lessons, Kahoot and VR sets.
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After the powerpoint presentation, a recorded mathematics lesson was presented. The
mathematics teacher, Ms Maria Sultana, during her lesson used the Probot to teach
angles and directions to her students. The students were given a handout which
included some commands to be given to the Probot. In the video students gave the
commands to the Probot which then drew different shapes such as triangles, rectangles
and pentagons.
https://vimeo.com/542594648

Following the video presentation of the lesson, there was a live discussion with some of
the students who participated in the lesson and some time for questions and answers
where the students could give their feedback about the lesson. In fact the feedback was
a positive one since the students had fun learning shapes, angles and directions through
digital devices. One of the students commented that he prefers this way of learning
compared to the traditional approach because students use technology in their daily life.
Another student commented that they worked as a team during this activity.

School 3 – Gozo College Middle School • Brief info about school • A presentation of an etwinning
project • A presentation on learning beyond the classroom participating in the Globe program. •Live
with teacher/s - Discussion and comments from partner countries

This participating school started off by a brief introduction from the Head of School, Ms
Tereza Camilleri. She referred to the school’s ethos and the various activities done at
school. She also identified the different special rooms in the school like music room,
design & technology room amongst others.
4

After the Head of School’s presentation, Mr Mario Xerri (Head of Department in Digital
Literacy & Transversal Skills) delivered a presentation on an etwinning project called
‘Stop – Think – Click’. He started off by referring that the Gozo College Middle School has
a label of an etwinning school. This means that this school have various past and
ongoing etwinning projects. Then he continued on discussing the progress of the above
mentioned project which was collaborated with the PSCD teacher. Together they
presented to students on how to identify between fake and real news and to analyze the
difference between fake and real websites.

This was followed by another presentation by Ms Ramona Mercieca. Her presentation
focused around learning beyond the classroom by collaborating with an education
institute in Israel. Together they created a project focusing on cloud observations. This
was done with various digital tools such as Web 2 Tools and a GLOBE Observer app.
They also shared their findings using the Padlet app and reaching out together by video
conferencing. This project is still ongoing. Questions from the participants were then
asked to the presenter.
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After the three school presentations, Ms Rose-anne Camilleri shared a video of an
activity called ‘Mdina Maths Trail Goes Digital’ held by the Maths and Digital Literacy
Department from MRC Secondary School Mosta Zokrija. This video showed how this
activity allowed students to explore, engage and discover mathematical concepts
outside the classroom with the aid of digital tools.

The day ended by asking participants to comment on the similarities and differences of
Maltese Middle and Secondary schools’
digital practices with their own schools.
All participants shared their views using
the mentimeter app.
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Graziella Brincat & Michelle Borg
Both are Heads of Department Secondary section within the Directorate Digital Literacy
& Transversal Skills
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